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At one school in India, educational ambitions are manacled to a
commitment to improve the material lives of the parents, communities
and children it serves. England's schools could learn from this, says a
university teacher trainer
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| am sitting in a row of invited guests at the Annual Day celebrations that mark the end
of the academic year at Parikrma School. Music plays, the seats are filling with gleaming
and beaming children and their families. It is a familiar end-of-year school scene.

Parikrma is a non-governmental foundation that runs four mixed, 5-18 schools in
Bangalore. Students come to the school from across a number of the 800 slums areas of
the city. Some pupils have been abandoned or orphaned, and all come from homes
where the average income is less than £30 per month.

Parikrma aims to support the all-round development of its children and families. In
addition to a balanced and high-quality curriculum, delivered in English, all pupils are
fed and uniformed.

| have travelled to Bangalore with a party of a PGDE students from the University of
Sheffield. For the past week, our trainees have been teaching mathematics
(https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/mathematics), science
(https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/science) and geography
(https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/geography) sessions to mixed-age groups of
pupils in Parikrma. They’ve been firing rockets from the playground, exploring
tessellations and geometric shapes and undertaking a village study in a nearby
community (http://www.sangamprojects.com/). Our trainees have been amazed and
inspired by the pupils’ eagerness to learn: by their knowledge, use of English, ambition
and idealism.

Hectoring of parents

While we wait for the formalities to begin, a stream of pupils come to the front of the
playground to talk to our trainees: to know more about them, to thank them for the
lessons, to shake their hands, hug them and wish them well.

The proceedings begin with an address from Shukla Bose, the founder and CEO of the
Parikrma Humanity Foundation (http://www.parikrmafoundation.org/). | settle down in
anticipation of the customary notes of encouragement and general back-slapping that
constitute these events back home. But this is different. In a hectoring and over-
amplified delivery, Ms Bose begins her presentation with a direct challenge to the
parents.

“How many of you have opened bank accounts since | spoke to you about this last year?
Put your hands up!”

We wait. | keep my eye firmly focused on Ms Bose. | really don’t want to see the hands
or the faces of the parents behind me.

Ms Bose continues: “How many of you are saving for your children's higher education
costs? Let me see your hands.”
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I’'m determined not to look round.

A final question from Ms Bose: “And how many of you will not allow your daughters to
be betrothed at 14 years old? Show me your hands!”

There is alow murmuring and a long, long silence. “Good,” says Ms Bose.

Eagernessto learn

The evening continues with presentations of music and dance. Environmental and
global themes are to the fore. A group of four, small, junior-aged children perform a
Christina Rossetti poem (http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-
poets/poems/detail/43197):

“Who has seen the wind?

Neither you nor I.

But when the trees bow their heads,
The wind is passing by.”

Our minibus is quiet on our journey home. Each of the trainees is reflecting perhaps,
and comparing. In a week’s time, they will be back in their placement schools. Will they
encounter at home the same eagerness to learn that has characterised pupils in
Parikrma? The same sense of vision? Of possibility? Of belief in the power of education?
Of ambition and identity? Will their pupils at home share the understanding - so
evident within the confines of this haven among the slums - that education is the best
and perhaps the only opportunity for advancement and happiness?

Demanding and binding contract

It is pointless and frustrating to make facile contrasts between the attitudes to
education of families and children who face difficult and challenging lives
(https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/pastoral-care-and-pupil-matters) in Britain
and in India. The societies, cultures, expectations and values are so different.

However, what we can learn from the Parikrma experience is that the promise of the
long-term benefits from education is not, of itself, enough to persuade marginalised and
poor fami
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